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Comments of the American Library Association

The American Library Association (ALA) is the oldest and largest library association in the
wortld with some 64,000 members, primarily school, public, academic and some special
librarians, but also trustees, publishers and friends of libraries. ALLA’s mission is to provide
leadership for the development, promotion and improvement of library and information
services and the profession of librarianship in order to enhance learning and ensure access to
information for all.

ALA supports the Commission’s proposal to amend the Children’s Online Privacy
Protection Rule to permanently implement the sliding scale for determining parental consent
in children’s online activities.

Next to parents, librarians are among those most closely related to children’s online
behavior. School and public librarians assist children as they seek information online, to
ensure that they safely and efficiently find what they need. This role also gives librarians first-
hand knowledge of the impact and effectiveness of rules such as the sliding scale. We believe
that the sliding scale has proven to be a good solution to the problem of obtaining parental
consent, and we have observed that there have been few implementation problems with this
approach.

The Internet provides access to an enormous range of information resources, which in turn
require varying levels of user interaction and submission of personal information. The sliding
scale responds appropriately to this variety, and provides necessary flexibility in verifying
parental consent.

We applaud the Commission’s efforts to make the sliding scale — an appropriate and flexible
solution to a complex problem — permanent.



