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Mr Hampton Newsome

Federa! Trade Commission/ Office of the Sceretary

Room H-123 {Annex O)

600 Pennsvivania Avenue, NW 2
Washington, DC 203580

RE: Encrgy Labeling, Project No. RS11994

Dear Mr. Nawsome:

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is pieased to provide
comments on ways to improve the current Federal Trade Commission (FTC) product
labels with respect to water-use information. EPA supports the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act and the Clean Water Act by promoting effective and responsible water use,
reatment. disposal and management. One of our mam focuses in the upcomi'lg veurs
will be to promote efficient water use through education and product review.

Our research shows that consumers are interested in environmental information
about the products they choose and feel more information is helpful to them in making
those choices. We have also found that the Energy Guide 15 2 valued and trusted resource
for this information. The FTC currently requires manufucturers of showerheads, toilets,
faucets and urinals to display water-use information on the packaging, and we agree that
this can be usciul to consumers in making product ¢
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Our first concern is that water-use information muy be hard to find on products
and packages. A guick survey in a local retailer revealed that on many plumbing
products it is obscured erther through extremely small type fonts or lost amongst other
information. We even noted some cases with no water-use information at all. We
therefore recommend three changes to the labeling guidelines for plumbing products that
would betier enable consumers to compare product information:

1. Prominenly place the information so that it is casy to find. such as on the front of
the packagc or product label:

2. Reguire « larger minimum font size. such as 16 poimnt or greater; and
3. Idenufy the runge of water use for similar products available in the market place.

Secondly. t hc Energy Stur program has revised its specification for 1
washcrs which will become effective in January 2007, The new speaif
requis Fnezv\ Star machines 10 have a water factor of 8 callons/cycle
washers are a major residential water user and account for over 20% of indoor wuter use.
Therefore we recommend including the water fuctor on a revised Energy Guide label so
that consumers can easily compare product water-use information. We believe thut this
change has the potential to greatly enhance EPA’s water efficiency efforts,
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lenhancerment program. The pro
specifications for a number of water-using products. inciuding all those ¢ |
[under the FTC's guidelines. While we are not considenng a specific label at this time. |
having water-use information cleurly available on the product would greatly assist our ‘

‘educznion and outreach efforis.

As our program moves forward. we would like to ensure our efforts are coordinated
and complementary where appropriate. If you would like further information on our
‘water efficiency program, please contact Benjamun J. Hamm at 202-364-0648.
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\ Sincerely,

| Sheila Frace
Director
Municipal Support Division




