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Truth in (MPG) Advertising - Don't be Fooled by Hwy Numbers

Have you noticed how
all cars are suddenly
being described as
fuel efficient? That's
because gas prices
are on everyone's
mind right now. So
suddenly we're being
told that the 2008
Chevrolet HHR (with a
2.2 L engine and 4-
speed transmission)
gets 30 mpg! Will you
get 30 mpg in the
HHR? Probably not.
That's because that 30
mpg rating is on the
highway only.

Yes, I'm talking about

truth in advertising folks. Or the lack of it. Of course, manufacturers are entitied to present their product in the best
possible light. But there's something misleading about posting only one fuel efficiency rating. Car buyers will see that
number and think, "30 mpg? Great! I'll probably get that too."

Let's look at a car from our long term test fleet, another supposedly fuel efficient car, the 2008 Nissan Versa. What mpg
would it be advertised at? 31 mpg. What does it get around town? 26 mpg. What did it get in a year's testing in our fleet?
26.7 mpg.(The 2009 Versa is advertised as getting "up to" 33 mpg, whatever that means.)

So many people are changing cars theses days trying to escape the curse of high gas prices. But they need to be
realistic about the car they are considering. Take a moment to think about the percentage of highway and city driving you
do. If you aren't honest with yourself about these fuel economy numbers you'll be changing cars again in a year.

And one more thing. Fuel economy isn't everything. You still need a car that you're going to love driving after a few years.
So look at the Edmunds.com editors' and consumer ratings. Not all cars are created equally. And looking at fuel
economy rating doesn't tell the whole story.
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By blackadder5639 % on July 7, 2008 9:31 AM

| don't think there is any deception here. The EPA sticker on every new car on the lot states the city, highway and
combined EPA rating. THe hwy rating is clearly indicated there, so | don't see why anyone would expect 30 mpg in
combined use for a car like the HHR.

By John DiPietroE on July 7, 2008 9:33 AM

The EPA now calculates a useful combined fuel economy average, something they didn't do in the past. However, it's
not shown right off the bat.

When you look up a car's fuel ratings on fueleconomy.gov, you'll see its city and highway numbers; click on the
underlined year/make/model link and then you'll see all three numbers: city, highway and combined.

The combined rating is a lot more realistic, as I've seen many folks averaging close to it with vehicles ranging from
economy cars to trucks. That's the number to use when comparing one car to another.
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2010 EPA-estimated mileage. Actual mileage will vary.
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