
In the early l98Os, a d:r~e b-hen micri~con~puting vld netwcxkir~g were 
hecorning avail:ihls tc, many. sofr\vare u;;i.< bxo rn ing  restr jdve.  Whar we 
call the Free Sothvm hlowment  represents a consensus vjerv of 
I;nowleilgeable cbser\ws all over the world a h w  t the need Sur scrt?u:rtre 
distribution to be free from these resuictinns. 

The use of rzstricuve silftwue l~censes causes; 

Cost Increase 
Risk Increase 
Consumer Value Loss 
Education damprung 
Support Reduction, tecknical and human 
Progrcss Block 
Interoperahllity Blvc k 
Mnral and hlurale problems 

Risk 

Restrictive softurare licenses are often linked to usage or other 
rehtricbons or to uLhsr ~r)nessjrms. Restricbonc include: limits on 
b a c h p  and archival copies: non-disclosurt: id hazards; those cantrzted 
(be1ou.j with free software. 

Frec software is complctcly open to pubIic c'uanlination. E x d n a t j o n  of 
computer programs by means of reading alune i s  limited and emr-prone. 
Since software under a free license can he copied, modified and 
distributd, it can be sent to sxpr ts  (uith no con~pronlising agreements 
inwlvedj  and tested not just by adjusting parameters but by alteration 
of the programs, thus allawjng definitive examination of internat 
behavior. Results can be published. 

As a consequence of Ihe distribution terms, a program found to be good 
can be replicated mcl wjclrly and rapidly disserrunaled. The same applieq 
to fixes when poblenis are diiiscovered and to improvenienis. 

Consumer protcllriori 

Free software Iicenses are a powerful meam of consumer protection. In 
ackhfion to the above named advantages, the consumer is free to have the 
coftwxe custnn~ized Any excess program code is excisable; adware and 
spyware would be fully mil publicly exposable. A vendor's refisal to 
fix bugs cannot prearrlt the consunler from hdving the bugs fixed ( b y  
anyonel. Such a Iiccnse is irrei ocable, so the consunlcr can ncver bc 
deprlved of the praducr. Since the consurnsr has acccss to the source 
code ( & f i n d a s  a g t  sut'ficitntly cornplete t~ provide autonomy), 
should rhc rclabons ~ ~ t h  the supplier be rupturcd, the proFrms cm-not 
only be run. bur can bs further devslcrpd 



The use ol  restri~ti\~e software lice~ses causes: 

- Cost Increase 
- Risk Incrcase 
- Consumer Value LOSS 
- Education dampening 
- Supprt R d u c t i o n ,  trchnical: and hurliari 
- Progress Block 
- Interoprahility Block 
- Moral and -Morale problems 

Risk 

Rsstricuve sofiware license.$ are often ]irked ro usage or od1e.r 
reslrictions or tir other concessi~ns. Restrictions include: limits on 
backup and archival copies; nvn-disclosure of iizards: those contraslcd 
(below) with free software. 

Free software is completely open to public examination. Examination o f  
computer programs b y  means of reading a l u m  is lirni ted and error-prcnt.. 
S h e  sohware under ii free license can be mpicrl, rncdified and 
distributed, i t  can be sent to exprts ('wifi no compromising agreements 
invvlvsd) and tested not just by adjusting parameters but by atteratron 
of the programs. thus alluwing dcfiniti\?e examinati~n of internal 
behavior. Results can be published. 

As a consequence nf thc distribution terms. a program found to be g m d  
can be replica terl and wide1 y and rapid1 y disserninatd. The same applies 
to fixes whcn problcms are discovered and to improvements. 

Consumer protection 

Free sofinwe 1 iccnses are a powerful means of consumer protwtlon. In 
addition to the above named advantages, the consumer i s  free to have the 
soflurare cu stonlizd. Any excess program code is orcisable; adware and 
spyware would be tully and publicly exposable. A vendor's I-etusal to 
fix bugs canrlot prevcnt the consun~er from having the hugs fixed (by 
anyone). Such a license j s  irrevocable, so the consumer can never he 
deprived of the product. Since the consumer has access to rhe source 

- ccde (defmd as a-seLsuflicieni2y complete y provide. autonomy), 
should h c  ~~claLiuris with h e  supplier be rup~urt& the pnjgrahs can ICII - - - - - - - - 

only be run, but can be further developed. 




