
ORIGINAL
 
P. O. Box 1893 
LaWTenceville. GA 30046 
770/963-8452 
770/963-6444 (Fax) 
Ga License # PDCOO1611 

....-.",~ . "' 

PRESTIGEINVESTIGATIONS 
October 13, 2008 

Donald S. Clark
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Federal Trade Commission
 
RoomH-135
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600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
 
Washington, DC 20580
 

Re: Proposed Consent Order
 
In the Matter of Reed Elsevier andChoicePoint, FTCFiIe No.08h0133
 

Dear Mr. Clark: 

I'mwdting on behalfof PreStig~.Inv.estiganons regardingthepl'oposed consent order and acquisition of 
ChoicePoJnfby Reed Elsevier~ Our company is comprised of investigators who provide critic(llservices to . 
government agencies, attorneys, state and ljScourts and others. Wert~l:y extensively on services provided. 
bY' both Reed· Elsevier and ChoiceFoilltand theirsubsidiaries to assist us in serving these clients, 

Over the past several years therehas.beentrernendous cons()lidatio~ among providerS ofpublic records
 
services. This proposed acquisition will furtherreducecompetition in the iildustry. Although there are
 
sevem.lproviders ofdata services.in thei:narketplace, they are resellers ofdata provided b}T the
 
respondents.
 

iheCon:lrnission's cqmplaintfourtd that this acquisition woUld be anticompetitive and a violation of 
antitrust law in the market for .thesale.ofpubIicrecords infoimationt() law entorcementagencies. The 
satneeffects wouldbefeltin the. market for sale ofpublic records to the private sector. 

It is ii:nportant to haveac¢~. to data fromsev'eral suppliers during the conduct of an .investigation. 
.Untire(ll'esOW'ccs reduce bpth theiquaIity and quantity oIlnfonnation.available. And our members,many 
ofwhom aresJ:11a11 busmesses,dhnotnavethefinancial weight to bargaihe:ffectively with large enfitlesill 
an<jli~c6inpetitive em'itonment. 
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