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Re:	 Proposed Consent Orq$£ 
In the Mat.ter <:>f :Reed El$evier and ChofcePoint, FTC Filf? No .081:"'0133 

Dear Mr. Clark: 

:rim writing !Sri peh.filf 6frriy rrivate iny,estigij(;t::i.bn ppmp'i3.ny. regarding the 
J?roJ?osedq6nS~11;t:6+cJ.~rand acquisitionqf CJ:lc}:i¢ep()±l,T~ by Reed Elsevier. 
Oura:ssocicitidti is cOmprised of inves;t:ig.a:l:o;r:sWhq provid.e critical 
serv:LgeS t(:i gqvetnment agencies, co:tp·rp:Eiysfs'~$.te.ahcl.US courts ,anq 
oth.ers.W$. r~':LY extensi.vely on s.e:i':vic;esprovided. by bO.th Reed Elsevier 
andC1:l.<:i:j,ceJ?,bint and.t::heir~ubsicl..ia't:i$s t()a~sist. us±n, sery:j.ngthe.I3EJ 
cJie.n·b~; 

O:v@r tJ:i~pci$·tse.veral yearstM~re; l'i<.l:$-pt$en tremendous c,onsolic.:ii;l.tio:Q 
CJ.TI.lq:l)~r ;p~:0v:tders. ·Ofpubii¢iegpr c.:iss$,rvlces. Thisp:rPPQ,s~d aqqu~l3itlqrl
wil1;&urther reduCEr qqmpet:itiqti lntheindustry.• AithQ1.1<jh .there are 
s'f?veralprovider,s Qfciai:~ § ~:i;:vige sinthe.marketpJeace it'J;j,eY .are 
:Ft$sel1erso.fci.a:ta prgviged py the respondents. 

foDhe .CommIssi.on,'s. compl?±p.t, fbundthatthisacqt:i:i.,$t't..:L,qn .W¢U:1¢i, be 
antico~pet;itiv~?riqa.v±9iationof,antit;t;'ustJ.i:tWinth~ for the.m.ir~et 
sale 0:( :p~1.:ict,~c9r9sinformationA:;·?;LaW~.gf()r(j\?#i~J;ltag:encies. The 
:same e:J:f'~X:':t:$:W9:ti:ldb~felt in the, marJ<$t 'fP.J:' s'ale of pUblic records to 
tnE:l priy~t·e~;e,(jtQr. . 

If:c,~S. impbr:t:i:lrl-t .t.o ha'l7eaccess. t.9c.::l.~ft·a:J:':fom$everalsq:ePliE:lrsdu):'ip.g 
t.he¢Wic.::l.~C:tfofan. .tnvesti9"ation.L.tiIlit.'~·q;l.7eSbUrCes ·redueeboth t'he 
q~i3.+ity .and.quanti-ty ?,:E .iilfdphi=itJqIi .Civa.~lable.. M~ .otlrmefuPers. i.i!li3.hybf 
ytll'Q!il .~re sina'11busines~esfi;l6hP't. l+C):veth~ fj:nanci;aJ weigl:i't:'l;:9l:>~i::ga:i,n 
¢f:;,Eectiv,El'ly wLthlar(i(:i$!riti.ti~s. i.n a non;.,com'petitiv$E:il:ly;i,r9.~~nt. 

We ur:ge thattheQ9mirt;i,Ss'iqIl-nota.pI?rovethe aC:@1i$i1:,;i,Q't¥ ),in.1::.:L.l 
respondentsc,1iilq.i.Y~$t t:li,elliselveSQf pUblic:r~q-6rqs s.$±:v.:Lc:::espt:ovided 
toprivat~ ;::i::hp.U,:;;'j:;;:ry?;'$weiii· as to lawe:nf'orqeID~n't;.. 

Unle$S a:P?\Ppr,op±::ia-beremecty is o:(f$.r:$g,ou:t m~mber$ and,t:hei.r. 91i$i:lt::~ 

wiJJ.... sl.lf.ferd.rr~parahle.l:ia.:r'fui .W,Mp.qqmpetLtionis red1.l;ceqi .inCi?n;tivei'l 
.for lringvat:ton are :redu;c~'4,	 . . . . .	 prj,;ces':J:'iseandservice s.'uf$erl5; 

·lJtigalionSuPPoii.• lris(J.r~nce 'cl~(ims.~EnVironrrlf:~nta.1 Ma~$r~·Maritjme Cases·.,SurvelUan.qe .'Ba9~gr()l.inq .Investigations 
C.ofPorate $ecurity .bomesiicM;:l.tte'tS.A~setsL~ca,trcin. Associates Stafe'and Nati(jraWicie·· $e t19blaespanol 



Than~ YOU~bty~ur consideration. 

pt$vef:l.. D. ::>tansDury 
President o 
SLSljf 




