
Donald S.Clark
 
Office oftheSec.retary
 
Federal TradeComrnission
 
Room H-135 .
 
600Pel1Ilsylvania Avenue,NW
 
Washiligto!1,DC 20580
 

Re:Proposed (jonsent Order 

Inthe Mll.tter ofReedElsevier and ChoicePoint, FTC File No. 081-0133 

Dear Mr. Clark: 

I'mwritirigonbehalfofmyagency.regarding the proposed consentorderandacquisitiollof ChoicePoint 
byReedElsevier. Qurassociation is comprised of investigators who provide critic~lsel"Vices to 
governnwi:ltagencies;attx~rne}'s,stateandUS courts and others. We reI)' extensivelypn.servicesprovided 
byboth~eellElsevierm'1d()h()icePointandtheirsubsidiaries to assist us in serVing these clients. 

Overthe.p~:;tseveralyears there has been trerneridousconsolidation aIl1o~gpr()yider:;ofpublic records 
seryices ..•.••'fPisproposedac9~i~ition WiUfurther.redllcecolllpetition in tIle inclustry. Alt1l<mgh there.are 
seveialproYt4ersO!data:;ervicesin. the marketplace, they are resellers of data provided by the respondents. 

The C0mrI1issioIl's colllplaintfound th~tthis ·acquisitionwould be antkompetitiYe and a violation of
 
antitrust la\ViIlthell1arketfoithesal¢ ofpublic.records informatioll tola""enforcein¢ntagencies. The
 
sarrIeeffepts,:"ouldbefeIt in the market for sale ofpublicrecords to the privatesectoi-•
 

..	 .ltisifI1portarittol1av~acC~sstodatafr0ll1s~veral sllPpliers during the conductofarlillvestigation, Limited 
.iesourcesrt:Jd~ce boththt:J.qualityandquantity ofinformation available.. i\ndour Il1embers, many ofwhom 
aresrria(l1Jtisiriesse~,do pofhayethe fmaIicial weight tq bargain effectivelyWithlarg¢eiitities ina riori­
competitiveenvITonment . .. . . . . 

We urgethatthe.cotnmis:;ion not approvethe.acquisition:tmtilrespondents.can divestthemselves ofpublic 
recoJ:ds serYicespr()videllto private ipdushyaswellas to law eriforcement ... . 

.Ynless.all appropriaWremedyis offered,ourlllembers.and their clients will sufferirreparable harm. When 
competirlonisreduced, iricentives for iI1Ilo."ation are reduced, prices rise and seryice suffers. 

Th~ ·youfory()urcopsidt:Jration. 

Siri.cerely, 

....	 C~ri-ieA.kerskie 
P.resid.erit 




