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CENTRAL . ll~INTElLIGENCE •.

October 10, 2008 

DonaldS. Clark 
O:ffice·ofthe Secretary 
Federal Trade Commission 
RoomH-135 
600. Pennsy;lvani~Avenue, NW 
Washingt(j~ DC20580 

~e:lj,rop9sedCOIiSeD.tOtdet' 
InjheMatterofReedElsevierand ChoicePoin¢, FTC FileNo. 081-:0133 

Dear Mr. Clark: 

fmwriting onbehalfofCentralIntel1igence, a privately held corporation headq~artered inthe 
Stat~ ofMaine. ·ThepurpQseOrmy l~er JsrtQexptessmyconcerrtregarding.theprQPosed 
cohsent order and aequisiti(jno:fChQi~PointbYReedElseyier. Our association·iscomptised of 
investlgators.whopto:VidecrificalcServices. to gpvernm,entagellcies., attorneys, state andUS 
CQUrl:!>·an4.otQerS. WetelJextensivelyol1services. proyidedbybothReed Elsevier and 
ChokePoint and their subs.fdtaries t6 assisfllS in serving thesedients. 

Over··the.past;several yeatstherehasbeell.tremendouScQhSOlida.t~()¥amQtigpfo\tid.efsdfp#blic 
reCotdsservices.Thisproposedacqlllsitipn will furthetredu.c~~11ipetition in the industry; 
Although there are·sevetal providers ofdataservices in. tl:1¢pi~k~tplace; they ave tesellersofdata 
provided by the respohdertts. . 

The C0tnmisslon'scomp!llintfourid thatthisa.~quisitioIl would be allticompetitive and Jtviolatipn 
ofafititrust la,,'ln the lllarketfQf the sale ~fpriblic recotdsint'ppf1~ti()rlto lawenforCelllent 
llgeile;ies. Thesallleeffectswou1dbe'teltw.'thematketfor~~gbfIJublic rec:ordstothept1yate 
sector. 

Ris hnport~ttohave a¢cessto d~f~ fr()mSev.eral$1JP~U¢tSqHnng the con<iuct ofan 
investigation•. Limited1'e~()urcesreduceboththe.qQ@~)an<i,guaptify··ofiflfofmationavailable. 
And outmembers?t11aD.yprwl:10maresmallbus~~~§~.s,dp:~ot~ave thefinancialweightto 
bargaineffectivelywithlargeentities·ina,Il()n-corhPt#itiv¢~nvif-onment: 




