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Informed Decision
lnveshga’nve & Bc:ckground Informqﬂon Sewlces, Inc,

Dona]d S. Claik e

Office of the Seeretary AN TRADE COM N
Federal Tradé Commission & Receven pocunenre “‘
Room H-135 v

06r 15 Zo08

600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
'Washmgtann_ DC 20580

Re: Proposed Consent Qrder
In the Matter of Reed Elsevier and ChoioePoint, FTC File No. 081-0133

Dear Mr: Clark:

P'm writing.on behalf of Private Inyestigators of California (PICA) egardmg the proposed consent
orde:rrand aequisttion of ChoicePoint by Reed Elsevier, Our association is cotiprised of invéstigators

itici] services to government agencies,: 6Vs, state and 1S, courts.and others. We
rely,,extenswely on services:provided by both Ree Elsav:er;and ChoicePoint and their subsidiaries to
-adsist us in sérving these clients.

Overthe past. several years there has been fremiendous: coisolidation among provxders of public
records semces Th:s pmposed acqmsmon wﬂl ﬁ:rﬂler reduce competltmn m the mdustry Although

Iarge entmes ina non-competrtrve envzmnment.

We urge that the Comitriission not approve: the:acquisition 1 uniil respovidents can divest themsetves.of
pubhc tseords sefvices provided to private indust ry s well a5 to law enforcément.

Unlessan: appropnate remedy i offexed ouf mermbers and their clients will sutfer meparable ham,
. When'competition is reduced, incéntives for innovation are reduced, prices nse and sétvice suffers.
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