FROM :

BBR & Associates ' PHONE NO. : 8495812229

600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
‘Washingtos, DC 20580

“US¢
&nd ChoicéPoint and thcn' subsidiaries to assist uisin serving these chcnts

themselves of publicrecords services provided 16 private

ORIGINAL

Donald 8. Clark

Office of the Secretary
Federal Trade Commission
Room }1-135

Re: Proposed Consent Order
In the Matter of Reed Elgevier and ChoiccPoint, I“TC File No. 081-0133

Dear Mr. Clark:

I'm writing ‘on behalf of BBR:& Associates regarding the proposed consent order and
acqmmnon of ChoicsPoint by Reed Elsevier. Our association is comprised of
mve‘;ugators who pIGVIde gritical sérvices to government: agencies, attorneys, state and
and othexs Werely: extensavely on gervices provxded by both Reed Elsevier -

:Ovcrr theipast several yeurs there hias beer tretnendous consohdauon among prov1derb of
piblié records services. This proposed acquisition will further reduce competition in the
ingustry. Although there are scveral providers of data services In the marketplace, they
sare'resellers of date provided by the: resp(mdent‘;

“The Comumission's complaint found that this acqmbmon would b anticompetitive and a
Violationrof antitrust law inthe miarke for the sale’of publie récords information to law

enforcenie agenczes. The samé effects would be félt in the market for: sale of pubhc
reccrds to the: ptivate sector.

Tt is mpormm to have access to data from several suppliers during the conduct of an
5 ion. Limited tesources reduce both the guality and quantity of information
available; And our members, many-of whom are small businesses, do-nof ‘have the
financial weight to bargain eﬁecnvely with large éntitiés1f'a non-competitive
envitonment,

til responderits can divest

We trge that the Commlssmn not approve the: acqu:s'“ ionuni
idiistry as well as to law -

eni"orcement

‘Unless an.appropriate remedy is. otfcred. ot members and their clients will suffer

irreparable harm. When cormpéltition 18: reduced, incentives for: innovation are reduccd

prices rise and service suffers.
‘Thank:you fot your consxderam_tg;.-.

‘Rex Bartholme -
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Oet. 13 2068 12:58PM P1

. ‘{{&@?ﬁesmvw DOCUMENTSQ

2008





