
Alexander Toia& Company, LLC 
- Professional Investigations ­

- Serving the Legal Profession &;, Insurance Industry Since 1982­
ORlG\NAL
,Improving People's Lives 

, ~AOEGOM~ ' 
October 10, 2008 ' "~',~,x;~x..~RECEIVFD~OC,I:EI,~~S"$IO';), 

t ' 
", 

OC1 i it, LUl}l, J,/ 
l\'Ir. Donald S. Clark 

-~~~~.2=-/ 

Office of the Secretary 
Federal Trade Commission 
RoomH-135 
600 PennsylvanIa Avenue, NW 
Washmgton, DC 20580 

Re:	 Proposed Consent Order 
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Dear Mr. Clark: 

,I'm writing on behalf ofall investigators across the United Statesandtheprofessional associations of 
which 1am affiliated (NeISS, NALI, NJLPIA) regarding.the proposed consent order and acquisition 
of CboicePointby Reed Elsevier. ,Our associations are comprised of investigators, that provide 
critical services to gove:rn:rnentagenc~es;law finns,' insura:nce companies,State,andUS courts; arid 
private and corrimercial,entitiesirivolved in legaJ.1D;atters. We rely extensively on services provided 
by both Reed ElseVierand ChoicePoint,and their sUbsidiaries, to assist us in. ~lervlng these clients. 

Over the past several yearstb.erehtis beenttemendousconsolidation,ainong.provide~sof public 
" tecords services. The above proposed acquisition will further reduce competition in the industry. 

AlthQughthere are several providers of data, services in the marketPlace, they ate resellersof data ' 
provided by therespondents. " ", ' , 

The ComnIission's.complaint fouD<! thattmsacqUisitioll womd be iidverse to competition and a . 
violationofailtitruStlaw in the market fOf the sale ofpublic recordsihforination to law eriforpement 
,agencies. The 'saIIle ,effects would be'felt in the market for sale ofpu~licrecordsto the private sector. 
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It is important to have access to data from several suppliers during the administration of an 
investigation. Limited resources reduce both the quality and quantity ofavailable information. And 
our members, many of whom are sinall businesses, do not have the financial weight to bargain 
effectively with large entities in a non.;ocompetitive environment· 

We urge the Commission nofto approve the acquisition until respondents can divest themselves of 
public records services provided to private industry as welias tola.w enforcement. 

Unless an appropriate remedy is offered,our members - and their clients - willsuffer 
irreparable harm~ When competinonisreduced, incentives for innovation are reduced, .prices 
'rise, and service suffers~ 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerel~ 

AltlJ(ander Tela, CCLA, LPI 
PresidentI Owner 




