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T’m writing on. behalf of all mvestlgators across the United States and the professmnal assomatlons of
which I am affiliated (NCISS, NALL NJLPIA) regarding the proposed consent order and acquisition
‘of ChoicePoint by Reed- Elsevier. Our associations are comprised of mvestlgators that provide -
critical services to government agencies, law firms, insurance companies, State, and US courts; and
private and commercial entities involved in legal matters. We rtely extensxvely on services prov1ded

' by both Reed Elsewer and Ch01cePomt and then' subs1d1ar1es to ass1st us.in servmg these cllents

Over the past several years there has been tremendous consohdatlon among prov1ders of publlc

* tecords services. ‘The above pro osed ac uisition wﬂl further reduce competition in the industry.
. 'Although there are several providers of data semces in the marketplace they are resellers of data -
- prov1ded by the respondents o -

~ The Commlssmn S. complamt found that thls acqmsmon would be adverse to competltlon and a .
;Vlolatlon of antitrust law in the market for the sale of public records’ mformatlon to law enforcement
- agencies. The same eft‘ects would be felt in the market for sale of publlc records to the nnvate seetor
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Itis unportant to have access to data from several supphers during the administration of an
investigation. Limited resources reduce both the quality and quantity of available information. And
our members, many of whom are sinall businesses, do not have the financial Welght to bargam
effectlvely with large entities in a non—competltlve envnonment.

We urge the Commission not to approve the acqulsmon until respondents can divest themselves of
public records services prov1ded to private industry as Well as to: law enfor<:ement

Unléss an appropnate remedy is offered, our members - and their clients - will suffer
1rreparable harm. When competltlon is reduced, mcentlves for- mnovatmn are reduced, prices

‘rise, and service suffers

Thank you for yourl cOn51derati0n.
‘Sin(’:er"el%

Aldfander Tofa, CCLA, LPT
Pr351dent/Owner -






