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In the Matter ofRee4·g1~evieran4ChoicePoint, FTCFileN(). 081-0f3,3
 

Dear Mr. Clark: 
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I'm writing on behalfoffelio"'.p~fateiinvestig~tQf~throughouttheitJ~te4Stiitesas well as a 
representative ofthe NatioJlaICol1ncil()fInves~igatiyeand SecurityServicesCNCISS) regarding the 
proposed consent order and acquisiti()n ofCh()iq~"p?intby Reed Eiseyier. Our association, NCISS, is 
comprised of investigators who pr()",ide critigal sel'Viq~~t{)governmerit'agencies,attorneys, state and US 
courts and others. We rely exten~ively ons~rFv.:ice§Pf0yidedby both Reed Elsevier and ChoicePoint and 
their subsidiaries to assist us in ~~JNing these cl~¢9:tsX\My livelihood an<[~at of fellow professional 
investigators across this nation depend on pr(J"ridert. ofp:LJ.Q1jc records inf{)nnation. 

Over the past several years there'r~~~ beeJltrelIle~~<:>u~po~soli~tion a~gng providers of public records 
services. This proposed acquisiti6ri.\yiIlfui1:hei: reduce competiti?J}i!l;the industry. Although there are 
several providers ofdata services in the';t11a*etplace, they ~F~,r~sellers of data provided by the 
respondents.	 .. . . . 

The Commission's complaint found that this acquisition would be anticompetitive and a violation of 
antitrust law in the market for the sale ofpublic records infonnation to law enforcement agencies. The 
same effects would be felt in the market for sale ofpublic records to the private sector. 

It is important to have access to data from several suppliers during the conduct ofan investigation. 
Limited resources reduce both the quality and quantity of infonnation available. And our members, 
many ofwhom are small businesses, do not have the fmancial weight to bargain effectively with large 
entities in a non-competitive environment. 
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We urge that the Commission not approve the acquisition until respondents can divest themselves of 
public records services provided to private industry as well as to law enforcement. 

Unless an appropriate remedy is offered, our members and their clients will suffer irreparable harm. 
When competition is reduced, incentives for innovation are reduced, prices rise and service suffers. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Respectfull~ 

Maria Vinson Landry, CPP )
 

Regional Sales Representative
 
Vinson Guard Service, Inc.
 
3rd V.P., NCISS
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