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“SAFEGUARDING YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS INTERESTS”

Donald S. Clark

Uffice of the Secretary
Federal Trade Commission
Room H-135

600 Peansybvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20580

Re: Proposed Consent Drdet
In the Matter of Reed Esevier and CholcePoint, FTC File No. 081-0133

Doar Mr. Clark:

I'm writing on behalf of Alpha B, Inc. regarding the proposed consent order and acgulsition of CholcePalint by Reed Efsavier. Que assaciation is
comgrised of ihvesligators whe pravide eritical services 1o government ageaces, attorneys, 3tate and US courts and othess. We rely exiensively
on sefvices .

provided by both Reed Elsuvier und ChoirePaint and their subsidiaries 1o 0ssist us in serving these clients.

Over the past several years there has been tremendous consolidation among providers of public racords sorvices. This proposed acqulsitlon will
further reduce competition In tho Industry. Although there are several providers of ¢la services in the marketplage, they are reseliars of data
provided by the respondents.

The Commission's complaint found that this acquisition would be anticompatitive and a violatigen of Intitrust law in the market for the sate ot
public records information to faw enforcement agencies. The same gffects would be foltin the matket for sale of publiy secords 10 the private
seclor,

115 impovtaat to have acgess 1o data from several suppllers during the conduct of an investigation. Limitad resources reduce both the quality
and quantity of Information avoliable, And aur members, many of whom are small businesses, do not have the financlal welght 1o borgain

* eftectively with
Yarge entitlos in a non-compeiitive environment.

We urge: that the Commission not approve the acqulisition until respondents can divest themselves of public records seevices provided to
private industry as well as 10 law enforzement. '

Unless an appropriate remady is of{ered, our members ang their clients wil) suffer lrreparable hacm. When competition is reduced, Incentwes
for innovation are reduced, prices rise and service suffurs.

k you for your conzideration.
epL. FgBqum

Pikdest) ¥V
Aipha 6, Inc.





