
Octbe 8, 2009

Feder Trad Commion
Offce of the Secret
Room H-135 (Anex Tl

600 Penlvana Avenue, N.W.
Washigtn, D.C. 20S80

Re: Telemketg Sales Rule - Debt Relief Amendments, R411001

Dea Secrar CI:

I am wnti to you on beha of The Asociaton of Setement Copanes

("TASC''), an indus leag tr asciaton of debt seement companes, in reg to
both the Comssion's invitation for coents in resse to the Notice of Proposed

Rulemaking (''NRM'') on th matt and also for parcipation in its associ public
foru.

Regg the comments, TASC resectfy reques th the dein for sumittg
those be exended by a mium of 120 days from the intial deae of Octbe 9,2009
th wa origily proposed by the Coon Althugh we ar awa that the
Commsson ha rectly extended the dee fr October 9 to Octber 26, TASC th
a longer exteon is necar for a number of reans.

To begi with TASC and its membe companes nee the adtiona tie to

adly asess an rend to the NPRM in light of the expanve sce of its susttive
ason prffer jwisdctiona bas an propse exteve reguation of the debt
setement indu. Becaus it ap upon intial revew th the prpose "adance fee"
limt would have a substaly deenta efec upn the abilty of alost al debt
setement companes to contiue to provide serce th prvide substtial benefts to

consuer, it is al the more impeative tht cafu an well-informed sctiy of th

agency's prosa taes plac pror to promulga1on of whaever veron (if any) is found by
the Commssion to be in the public inter

Th Comission regned in the NPRM the nee for augmente histrica data on
debt seement progr, parcuary with res to succs rate, and crticied the lite
data provided to da by the. in. The extended comment peod reueed by T ASC is
necsa for TASC and its iIemer, as wel as other intete pares, to resd to th

crticism and to obta and submt such enance indus data in a reliable maer. Indee
TASC is in the mids of collecg relevant da but the ta of complig, anyzg, and
presenti th relts of its effor in usle form will ta adtiona tie.
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T ASC is movig forward with al delibe spe to evalte the avaabilty of data

an unde appropriate anysis. Imosing a dea sone th Febru 2010 would
be unonble in light of the Cosion's regntion of the crtica nee fo the ver
ty of inormtion that TASC is moving to obta. An extenson alowing the preention
of this da is crial in light of the FrC's prli assessment tht setemen servce ar
seldm acy provide to coumer, an asseon th TASC believes is deonstrbly
wrg. Imsing a deaine soone th Feb 2010 would cre a substaal nsk of
Commssion deliberaons ta plae in the absence of vita inormtion, which in tu
could prove counterve by unecsary prlongig th prog rater than

exti it anor leaing to reguatons th impropely an irarably har an industr
tht prvides substati bets to may consers in ficial dis.

TASC supp the goal of completig this prog as qucky as possible
consistet with fit crg a sufcient public rerd, on tht wi enble the Commsion
to ma inormed deions on th mater adsed in the NPR. With th goa in mi,
T ASC th the benfits frm the enance public rerd tht would reult fr th modst
exteion far outweigh any associa costs. TASC note in th rega that the Commsion
is in reipt of rets frm a signcat numbe of Memb of Congress tht alo focus

up the unduly short noce and commt peod for the Commsion's prpo, an sek
an extenion of at leat 120 days.

Finy, regardig parcipation in the public for on ths matt, TASC would lik
to have an opprtty to parcipate in tht even and herby reests tht the underign, a

membe of the TASC Exective Boar be alowed to parcipat as a panl meber at the
public for As the Co-Foun and Chef Exective Ofce of one of the nation's largest
debt settement compaes, as well as a founde of TASC, I have yea of expeence in the
det settement industr an am able to provide input on be of th large numr of
TASC-mebe debt settemen companes and service provider.

TASC requets tht ths let be cotr as an intial comment if the fili of a
commen by October 9 re a reuient for parcipation in the public foru.
However, TASC th tht th public foru woud be most prouctve if it oc afr the

commt deaine an acrdiny repely reqts that the pulic fo an the
cr.(tl1ine for seekig to parcipat in tht event correspondigly be potpned unti afr the
rete extend coent deaine.

Respecy submitt

r
Andrw Hausser
Membe of the Exective Boar
The Association of Settement Companes



. UNITED STATES OF AMIDCA

FEDERA TRADE COMMSSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20580

Offce of the Secreta

October 22, 2009

Andrew Housser
The Association of Settlement Companes
16 N. Caroll St., Suite 900
Madison, WI 53703

Dear Mr. Housser:

Than you for your submission to the Federal Trade Commission dated October 8, 2009,
regarding the proposed amendments to the Telemarketing Sales Rule covering debt relief
services. You request that the Commssion extend the period for public comment on the
proposed rue by 120 days to provide commentors with additional time to consider and prepare
responses regarding the legal and factual issues discussed in the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
("NPRM") the Commission anounced on July 30, 2009. i You also state that industr members
require more time to collect and analyze data about the debt relief industry.

The proposed rue involves important issues, and the Commission has thus far received
more than 150 comments, including some comments from industr members. As you know, in
response to earlier requests, the Commission has already extended the public comment period by
15 days, until Monday, October 26,2009, thereby allowing additional time for the public to
submit their comments without causing undue delay in the rulemaking proceeding.2 In makng
that determination, the Commission expressly determined that a 120-day extension was
"unecessar to ensure that interested paries have an adequate opportty to prepare and

See FTC Seeks Public Comment on Proposed Rules to Protect Consumers of Debt
Relief Services (July 30, 2009), available at http://ww.ftc.gov/opa/2009/07/tsr.shtm; Federal
Trade Commission: Telemarketing Sales Rule: Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and
Announcement of Public Forum, 74 Fed. Reg. 41988 (August 19,2009).

2 Federal Trade Commission: Telemarketing Sales Rule: Extension of Comment
Period in the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking , 74 Fed. Reg. 52914 (October 15,2009).
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submit comments and would cause undue delay. . . . ," and noted that the November 4, 2009
public foru would provide "another opportity to provide information to the Commission."3

With respect to the data issue you have raised, I would also note that the Commission has been
studying and publicly requesting information about the debt relief industry since June 2008.4

Sincerely,

(
I

-
Dóiiald S."Clark

Secreta of the Commission

Id.

4 See, e.g., FTC Press Release, FTC to Hold Public Workshop to Examine Debt

Settlement Industr; Agency Seeks Comments, Original Papers, and Participation (June 2008)
(requesting comments for public workshop on debt relief including "any original research,
surveys, and academic papers").


