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Complaint

Ix THE 'L\rl'TER OF

MECHEL ,VILKENFELD

CONSE T ORDER , ETC. , IN REGARD TO TIH ALL) GED VIOLATIOK OF

rUE FEDERAL TRADE cOJ\UnSSION AND THE :VGIt PIWDUCTS

ABELU, G ACTS

D()r. et C-1685. CMnplaint , Fcb. 10, 1970-TJccision , Fcb. 10, 1970

Con"cllt ordcr rcrllliring a New York City manufacturer awl ,',.holesalcr of furs
to cease falfiely iuvoidng and miRuranding its fur Vl'oduct:s.

CO:MI'l, AINT

Pursuant to the provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Act
and t.he Fur Pl'mlucts Labeling Act , and by virtue of the authority
vested in it by said Acts, the Federal Trade Commission, having
reason to believe that IHechel "'Vilkenield , an individual trading as
Mcchel IVilkcnfeld, hereinafter referred to as respondent, has vio-
lated the provisions of said Acts and the Rules and Hegulations pro-
mulgated ullch r the Fur Products Labeling Act, and it appearing to
t.he Commission that a proceeding by it in respect thereof would be
in the pubEc interest , hercby issues its complaint stating its cha.rges
in that l'Pspect as follows:

p,\r.,\Gr..\I'JI 1. Hespondent ::feche1 Vvilkcnfelc1 is an individual
trading as Icchel "\Vilkcnfeld ,vith his offce and principal place of
business located at 355 Seventh Avenue, Xcw York, New York.

Hespondent is a manufacturer of fur products and a wholesaler of
furs.

:\L 2. Respondent is 11mv and for some time last past has been
cngaged in the introduction intu commerce, and in the manufacture
for introduction into commerce , and in the sale , advertising, and of-
fering for sale in commcrce and in the transportation and distribu-
tion in commCITC , of fur products; and has manufactured for saJe
sold, advertised , offered for sale, transport.eel and distributed fur
proclnrts vdlich have bp,en made in whole or in part of furs which

have been shipped and received in commerce; and has introduced
into commerce, sold, advcrtis( cl and offered for sale in commerce

and transported and distribut.ed in commerce, fnl's as the terms
commerce

" "

fur" and "fur product" are defined in the Fur Prod-
ucts Labeling Act.

L ;). Certain of said fur proc1nds -were misbranded in that they
were not l"beJed us required under the provisions of Section 4(2) of
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the Fur Produds Labeling Act and in the manner and form pre-

scribed by the Rules and Hegulations promulgated thereunder.
Among such misbranded fur products, but not limited thereto

wC'ro fur products without labels and fur products with labels which
faiIr d to show th( na.me , or other identification issued and registered
by tbe Commission , of one or more of the persons who manufactured
such fur products for introduction into commerce , introduced them
into eommerce, sold them in eommeree , advertised or offered them
for sale in commerce, or transported or (listribut.pd them in commerce.

PAR. 1. Certain of said fur products were misbranded in violation
of t.he F1Ir Products Labeling Act in that Y wore not labeled in
accordance with the Rules and Heglllations pl'o1111lgated thereunder
in the -following respects:

(a) The term ""natural" was not used on labels to describe fur
products which were not pointed , bleached, dyed , tip-dyed , or other-
,yjsc f.utificial1y colored , in violation of Hule 19(9) of said Hulas find
Hegulations.

(0) Lahc1s allixec1 to fur products did not comply with the mini-

mum size rl quirements of one and three-fourths inches by two and
three-fourths inches, in vjo1ntiOll of l l1le 27 of said Rules and Regu-
lations.

(c) Informat.ion required under Section 4(2) of the Fur Products
Labeling Act and the Hules and Rrgulations promulgated thereull-
del' was set forth in hand writing on bbels, in violation of Rule
20 (b) of said Rules and Regulations.

(d) Informat.ion required lmd( J' Section 4(2) of the Fur Products
Labeling Act and the RlIlcs and Regulations promulgated thereun-

der was not set forth in the rccluired seqnence, in violation of Rule
o of said Rules and llegnlations.
PAR. 5. Ccrtahl of said furs or fur products were falsely and de-

ceptively invoiced by t.he respondent in ihat they were not, invoiced

as l'p,quired by Section 5 (b) (1) of the Fill' Products Labeling Act
alld the Rules and Hc:glllations promulgated under such Act.

Among such fnJse1y and deceptively invoiced furs or fur products
but not limitcd thereto, were furs or fur products covered by in-

voices which failed:
1. To show the true animal name of the animal or animals which

produced the furs or fur used in such fur prodllcts.
2. To disclose that the furs or fur cont.ained in the fur produets

'va.s h:pftched , dyed , or otherwise artificially colored , when such was
the fac.t.
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PAH. 6. Certain of said tUI'S 01' fur products were fa.holy and de-
cept.ively invoiced in violation of the Fu!' Products Labeling Act in
that they worc lIot invoiced in aCCOl'da.llC( with the Rules and Hcgn-

lations promulgated theJ' nllder i11 the following respects:
(a) The tcnT! "natural" was not used on invoices to describe furs

or fur products which were not pointed , blenched , dyed, tip-dym:! , or
ot.hcnvisc al'tificiaJIy colorcd , in vio1ation of Hule lD (g) of sa.id
Hules and Regulations.

(b) RPflUil'cd it.em Jlumlmrs wpro not S( t forth 011 i11voices relating

to fur prodncts, in viol:d;!on of Hnle 40 01 said nlllc s and J:cglllaLiollS.
PAl:. 7. The aforesaid nets and pradiecs of respondent , as herein

a!Jeged , an in violation of the Fur Produds Labeling Act and the
Uu!es and Heglllations promulgated thereunder and constitute UH-
fail' methods of c01npctit.ioll and unfair and deceptive ads and prac-
tices ill commerce under the Fedcral Trade Comm ission Act.

DECISION AXD OnDER

TIle Federal Trade Commission 11uving initiated an illvestigatioll
of certain acts and pradices of thc respolld( nt named ill the caption
hereof , and tlle respondenL having beeu furnished thereafter wit.h a
copy of a draft of complaint which the Bureau of Textiles and Furs
pl'opospd to prcscmt t.o t.he COlllInission for its consideration and
which, if isslled by the COllllnission , \vouJd charge respondcnt 'with
vioJat.on of ihe Federal Tr L(h Cornmlssion Aet nnd the Fur Prod-
ucts Labeling Act; and

The rC'spOIHlent and c.ounsel for the Commi 3sion having tlJl l'eaftpl'
exeent,c'd an agl'Demellt cOlJt:ain ing a eOilS('lIL ol'der : an a,dllission by

the l'e pond('llt of all the jurisdictional facts set forth in tlw afore-
t;aid clrnft of cOHJl)laillL a stat.ellPilt tlwJ, the signing of said agree-
nwnt is lor settJemcmt purposes only and docs not constitute an ad-

mis ,ion by H'spolldellt. that t,he law ha.,r. heen violated as alleged in
sHeh complaint, and waivers and ot,her pt'\'isiolls a.s rcquired by the
COllmission s Hules; and

The Commission having thereafter considered the matter and hav-
ing detel'min( d that it has re:uJon to 1)e11cve, that the respondent has

violated the said Acts, and that complaint should issue' sLating its
charges in tlwt l'Cfipect , and having thereupon accepted the executed
consent agreement and placed such agrecment on the public rc( oTd
for a period of thirty (30) days , now in further conformity with the
procedure prescribed in 34(b) of its Ruh,s, the Commission
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hereby issues jts complaint rna, kes the fo!lowing jurisdietiollal find-
ings, a.nd ent.crs the fol1m\"ing order:

1. Hesponc1eJlt J\fcc.l1el \Vilkenfdd is an indivichm1 trading as
AIechel 1Vilkcnfeld ""it.h his oHice and principal place of business lo-
cated at 3:")1) Sev!.:l1th Avcnllc, ='c,;v York , Nc\v York.

2. The Federal Tracie Commission hr s jurisdiction of the snbjcct
matter of this proeeedilig and of the rcspondent, and the proceeding
is in the pu1JEc interest.

ORDER

It is ()Trle1' That respondent JjI('dwJ \VilkcnIcld , individually
and tra.ding as :.\IcdJel \VilkcIJI( lcl , or under any othcl' name or
names , and l'espoJld( nt.' s reprcsentativ( , agents and employees, di-
reetJy or throngh allY corporate or other device, in conncction with

the int.roduction , or nutlufnct.ure for introduction , into commerce , or
the ale , ad \T(,ltisillg or o1Tering- for sale in commerce , OJ' the trans-
portation 01' distribllhon in commeree , of any fur pl'odnd; or in
eonncction H'jth t.1O mamdactnre for sale, saJe, advertising, oHcring
for sa.le , transportation 01' distribut.ion of any fur product \vhlch is
rnad( in wbole Ol' in part. of fur whieh has been shipped and rc-
ceived in COllJneree; 0)' in ('ol1neetiol1 ,vith the introduction iuto
('ommerc( , or tlJe transportation 01' distribution in commerce , of any
fur, as t.he terms "coJnrnel'c(: :fllI' '' and " fnr product" arc defined

Tn the Ful' Products f.aheling Act, do fOl'tJnvith cease and desist

from:
A. J\Iishl'Hndillg an:v fnr pJ'odnct by:

1. FniJin to afix a label to snch fur product showing in
won18 :md in figures plainly leg"ible all of t.he info!'maj,joJl
required to be disc.1osNl by eac,h of the subseetions of Sec-
tion'!(2) of the Fur Produds LabeJillg Act.

2. F'ailing t.o set forth t.he term '"natural" as part of the
information required to be disclosed .on a hthd mHlcl' t.he,
Fnr P!'oflnets Labeling Ad and the TInles and Hegnlaf,ions
proJllllgated tlwrCllllder to describe a lilT' product which is
not pointed, blenched , dyed, tip-dyed, or othenvise C),ltifi-
cialJy ('olol' ed.

3. Affxing to sHcll fur product a label that. does not com-
ply Y'1ith the minimum size requirement.s of one and three-
f011rths inches by tlYO nl1d thre.e-fourths inches.
4. Setting forth information required Hnder S( ction 1:(2)

of the FIll' Products Labeling Ad and t.he Hnlcs andncgn-
lations IH'omnlgatNl tlwre.nnc1er in handwriting on a JaiJcl
aHixed /0 sHch fur prmhwL
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5. Failing to set forth information required undeI' Sec-

tion 1(2) of the Fur Prodnds Labeling Act and the RuJes
and Hegulat.ions promulgated thercnnd r on a label in the

scquenee required by Rule 30 of the aforesaid Hules tnd
Regulations.

B. Falsely or deceptively invoicing any fur or fur product
by:

1. F'ailing to furnish 8.n invoice , as t.he term "invoicp1' is

defined in the Fur Products Labeling A. , shmving in
words and figures plainly legible all the information rc-
quired to be disclosed by each of the subsections of S': cticn
r, (b) (1) of the Fur Products LaheJing Act. 

2. Failing to set forth the term "natural" as purt or the
information rccruircd to be discJoscd 011 HIl invoice under' the
Fur Pl'oduets Labeling Act and the Hu1es and Regulations

promulgated thereunder to describe such IIII' 01' fur Pi'odnct
which is not pointed , b1cached , dyed , tip-dyed , or other.yi:3e
artifieialJy colored.

3. Failing to set fort.h on nn invoice the item IHnnbcI' or
mark assigned to sneh fur product.

It i8 furthm' onlcreel That the respondent herrin shall, v/ thin
sixty (60) days after service upon him of this order, 111e with the
Commission a rcport, in writing, setting forth in detail the mf llllel'
and form in which he has complied ' with this order.

Ix THB ThL\'rn:n OF

w. DISTRIBUTORS , LIMITED , ET AL.

COXSENT ORDER

, '

ETC. , IN HEGARD TO ' rHE AI,LI,;m:D VIOLATION 01"

THE :!EDEHAT.. TRAm': Co "nnsslO AND TIm FLAJDL-\BLE F/I.BmC8 ACTS

Docket 0-lG86. Complai1d , P(7). 10 , 19'rG--Dccision , Pcb. 10 , 19'"0

Consent order requiring a Honolulu , Havl'llii, importer and wlJOIesaler uf lpis
and other novelty items to cease marketing- dangerously fiamlluiJle 1)/"od-
uets amllaiJeling- them ns " flameproof.

C01\lPLAIXT

Pursuant to the provisions of the Federal Trade Commlssion Act
and the Flammable Fabries Ad, as amended, and by virtue of the
authority vested in it hy said Acts , the Federal Trade Commission
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having reason to believe that 'V. 'V. Distributors , Limited , a corpora-

tion , and V'lil1iam 'V. nobinson , individually and as an ofIcer of
said corporation, hereinafter referred to as respondents, have vio-
latt d the pT'ovisions of said Acts and the Rules and Hegulatiolls pi'
rnulgated under the Flammable Fabrics Act, as amended, and it ap-
peal--jug to the Commission that a proceeding by it in I' SP( ct thereof
would be in the public intcrest , hen by issues its complaint, stating

its charges in that respect as -lollmvs:
PAHACRAPI- 1. Hespondcnt, \V.\V. Distributors , Limited, is a COI-

d;ioll orgn,niJlcd , existing and doing busincss under and by virtue of
the laws of the State of IIa'ly,tii , with its offce and pl'ineipal place
of business located at 1132 A.uahi Street, :HOllOluJu , IIawaii.

Respondent 'Villi am "\V. Itobinson is an offcer of the aforesa,
corporation. I-Ie formulates, directs and controls the Rets, practices
and policies of said corporation. Ilis address is thc SttIle as tha.t of
the cOJ'poraJe rcspondent.

Respondents are importers and " holcsalers or novelty items in-
cluding leis.
PAR. 2. Respondents arc now and for some time htst past have

been engaged in the sale f),nel offer1n for sale in commerce, and in
the importation into the United States , and hav( introduced , deliv-
ered for introducUon , transport.ed and caused to be transported ill
commercc, and have sold or c1eliven d after sale or shipment in com-
mcrce, products as the terms "commerce" and "product" arc defincd
in thc Ii' lammabIc Fabries Act, as amcnded , which products failed to
conlorm to an applieabJe standard or rcgulation continued in dl'ed.
issued or amended under the provisions of the Flammablc Fabrics
Act , as amended.

Amon such products mentioned hereinabove were leis.
PAR. 3. The afof( said acts and practiccs of respondents were and

are in violation of the r'-' Iammable Fabrics Act, as amcnded , and the
Rules and Regulations promulg:lted thereunder, and constituted and
HOW constitute unfair methods of comp( titjon and unfair and dcccp-
tive acts and practices in cornmClTC, \vithil1 the intent and meaning
01 the Federal Trade Commission Act.

PAIL 4. Hespondents an now and for some time last past have
been engaged in the advertising, offering for sale, sale and distribu-
tion of certain products , namely leis. In the course and conduct of
their business the aforesaid respondents now cause and for some

time last past have caused their said products, when sold, to be

shipped from their place of business in Honolulu , Hawaii , to pur-
chasers located in other States of the United States , and maintained
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and at all time,s mentioned hel' ill have mainta.ined a subst.antial
course of t.rade ill sa,jd prodncts in c.ommercc w "commerce" is de-
finpd in th( Fedel'aJ Trade Commission Act.

\n. ;J, Hesponc1cnts in the eOl1l'se and eondnc. of their business
ha,ve represent.ed onlahels that. their prodl!cts, namely 1eis, arc
flaml'proof" \Y!WI'PBS in truth and in fact sllch products are not

flamppmof. Th('n -fon , the st.atemp,nt and representations made by
thr l'' spOJH1pnts arC- :false, rnis1('ad1Jlg and dc('rpt.ive.

\Il. G, The ads and practice's set, out in Para,graph Five have the
tplldc' llCY and capacity to rnislead and d( ('ciyc t.H purchaser of said
l)l' odncts as t.o t1m true (' onc1itioll of the products.

PJ\1:. 7. The afoI'psnid ads and praetic.es of respondents as herein
:allt' gl'd were, and al' , ;111 to the pJ'cjndi('p and injury of the plIbJie
and c()J)st.it.nted , and now ('onshtlltc , lllfair and deceptive aets and
pr:l((-in.sin commerce, \vithin t.he', intclit and llpalljl1g of t.he Fedcral
Trade Commission Act.

Ih:CINTON OB!mH

The Vec1l'ral Trnlle Commissjon having initiat.ed an investigat.ion
of ("p.dain ads and practice's of t1w J'Pspondellts named in the caption
hpl'l'of , and thl respond( llts ha.ving been Ill' nislwd thercafter with a
copy or the draft of ('ompla1nt which the BUI'l'au of Tl'xtiks and

s proposed to pl'es( nt to the Commissioufor its considt' l'ut.ioll

HIlC1 which, if issllcd by the Commisslon , \yould charge respondents
with violation of tJl( F('clernl Trade Commission Ad, and the
Flnmmn.blc Fabrics Ad. a:, aml-:udcd; nnd
Tlw n spondellt.s and cOllJlsel for t.h( Commission having thcl'C':tf-

tel' executed an agrpc' l11cnt. containing a ('on8P1I1. onfPT , an admission
by the l'espolHh'n! s of all t.he ,inrisdietiona1 facts sd forth in the
nfol'esaid draft of eomphlint , a sta.tement that t.hr signing- of saiel
agTP(' l!Wnt is for srJt1ellwnt, pl1l'pOSE:S on1y and dons not constitut.e an
adllission by rcspondp,nts that. t.he Jaw has bCPH violated as al!ew:d
ill slIch C'olnpJnil1t, and waiv(\rs and otJWI' pl'O\rjsions as rcquired by
the Commission s H.llleS; and

The CormnissioJl IHtving t-llPreaft,(:l' eonsidpl'cd the matt.er and hav-
1ng dett' I"lni1Hxl tlmt it had reason to helieve t.lmt the respondcnts
ha.ve violat.ed the mjd Acts, and that cornp1aint shonld issue stating
i1.s ('harges ;n t.hat rcspect, and hadllg tl1enmpo11 acc,ept,cd the exe-

cut' ed eonspnt agrePllent. and plae( d such agrcement on tho public
rccord for a period of thirt.y (:30) days , now ill furthol' conformity
with the procedure prescribed in g4(b) of its Hliles, the Commis-




