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in any respect.of preparation , creation , 01' placing of ad,-ertising and
that respondents secure a signed statement acknowledging receipt of
said order from each such p01'S011.

it ,is further olYlerecl That respondents : for purposes of notification
only, notHy the Commission at Jeast thirty (30) days prior to any
proposed change in the corporate respondent , such as di:;solllt.ion.

assignment : or sale , resultant in the emergence of a sucessor eOl'pora

tion, the creation or dissolution which may affect compliance obliga-
tions arising out of the order.

It is JUTther oTdeTed That respondents shall, within sixty (GO)
days after service upon them of this order, file with the Commission
a report : in writing, setting forth , jn detaiJ , the manner and form in
which they have complied with the order to cease and desist con-
tained therein.

Ix TIlE IxrTER OF

OHIO CHRlSTIA COLLEGE (OF CALVAXY GltACE
CHRISTIA CHURCHES OF FAITH , I ), ET AL.

UNDER , OPTXIUX , ETC.. IX G.c\Rl) TO TIlE -\LLEGED VlOL\TIOX (IF 'I-

FEDERAL TRADE CO).DIISSIO \CT

Docket 8820. CO'/plahlt , J-nly 1970-.Decision , May 1!J , 19i:?

Order requiring a Columbus, Ohio, correspondence school to cease using the

"orcl " colleg-c" or any similar misrepresentation , conferl'illg any auu1emic
degrees, misrepresenting respondent. as ba,ing resident classes find ac-
credited curricula , impl;ring tJwt the State of Obio or any other go,ern-

mental hody recognized respondents ' programs , miErepresenting respondents
offer a unique method of inst.ruction, USil1g the name "

.!"

ational Ec1nc8.tionaJ

Accrediting Association." ilml misrepl"Psenting tbat flny of respondents

bl1 inc is a lWlJR fide organization of gllil1;Jl1Ce conn8e10r:-,

CO)lPLAINT

Pllrsnnnt to the provisions of the Federal Trade Connni sion Act
flld b:, virtue of the lluthority vested in jt, by said Act. the :Federal

Trade Commission. haying reason to be-lieY8 that OHIO CHRIS-
TIA COLLEGE (Of Calyary Grace Christian Chmches of Faith
Inc. ), a corporation , ALPHA PSI O IEGA SOCIETY, a cOl'para'

tion : Alvin O. Langdon Leeta. O. Langdon , Gene T11ompsol1 and

Jerry ,Veinel'. indivic111alJ)' and I1S offcers of saitl r-orpoJ'ntiolis. flJld

\.h.in o. Lan Tl()n. fl11 iJldi,-ichml L' ac1in(?,. :tS Xationnl Eclnc,lt1011nl
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\.ccl'e, dit.ng Associa.tion hereinafter referred to as respondents. hayc

violated the provisions of said Act, and it appearing to the Commis-
sion that a proceeding by it in respect thereof would be in the public

intel'esL hcreby issues its complaint : stating its charges in that rcspect
as follo,ys:

\R. 1. Respondents OHIO CHRISTIAN COLLEGE (of Ca1vary
Grace Christian Churches of Faith , Inc. ) and ALPHA PSI OMEGA
SOCIETY are corporations organized , existing and doing business
under and hy virtue of the Jaws of the State of Ohio, with their
principal offce and place of business located at llGl South YearJing
Road. Colllmblls \ Ohio.

Individllall'csponclent Al, 'ill O. Langdon Lceta O. Langclon , Gene
Thompson and J Cl'ry \V cine1' are offcers of said eorporations. They
formulat.e. direct and control the acts nnd practices of the corporate
rcspondents. including the acts and practices hereimtfter set forth.
The address of Alvin O. Langdon and Gene Thompson is the same as
the prineipnJ place of lmsiness of the corporate respondents and the
address of LeetH. O. Langdon is 1156 Striebel Road , Columblls Ohio.
The addTcss of .Jerry ,Veiner is S8E. Broa,d Street, Columbus , Ohio.

Rt'sponc1ent Ajyin O. Langdon , trading as ationnJ Educat.ional

..\ceredit.ing Association , has his principnJ place of business at 1161

onth Yearling Roacl, Colnm bus. Ohi0.
TIH' T2spondents here.1n cooperate and aet together in carrying out

the acts and practices hereinafter set fort.h.
m. :2. Respondents arc now. and for some time Jast past haTe

been , engaged in the advertising, o:tIering for saJe. saje and distribn~
tion. or assisting and aiding in the sale. of textbooks and correspond~
ence courses in a variety of subjects cliplomas degrees , transcripts.
certificates of membership and certificates of accreditation , to tlw

pnrchasing pnblic.
PAR. 3. In the course and conduct of their business as aforesaid , re-

sponde,nts now cause , and for some time last past have cam;ec1, said
textbooks. correspondence coursp.s \ diplomas , tnmscripts, certificates

of n1Bmbership and certificates of accreditation: when sold, t.o be

transported frOlll respondents ' places of business in the State of Ohio
to purchasers t11ereof located in various other States of the United
States and re,spondents maintain , and at all times mentioned herein
have n1aintained : a substantial course of trade in said prodllcts and
services : in commerce : as "commerce" is defined in the Fedcra.l Trade
Commission Act.

UL ,1. In the course and conduct of their bnsiness as aforesaid
and for the purpose of inducing the sa1e of their products and serv-
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ices , respondents have made many statements and representations re-
garding their products and services in advertisements , circulars, bro-
chures, pa,mphlets and other advertising and promotional ,material.
By and through the use of such statements and representations and
by and throngh t.he use of the words "college

" "

association" and
society" as a part of their corporate or trade names, respondents

have represented , dircctly or by implication , that:
1. Respondent Ohio Christian College (Of Calvary Grace Christian

Chnrches of Faith , Inc. ) is a non-profit residence school which offers
residence instruction by a staff of faculty members who are trained
and competent to teach the conrses of a properly accredited and rec-
ognized college and it offers a curriculum which is accredited by a
recognized accrediting agency.

2. Respondent Ohio Christian College (Of Calvary Grace Christian
Chnrches of Faith , Inc. ) and the diplomas and degrees offered with
its courses a.re recognized by various institutions, agencies , organiza-
tions and persons , and that the person to whom respondent awaTds
a diploma or degree win be recognized as having completed and
shown proficiency in a currieu)um which has been approved by a
recognized accrediting agency as neecssary to earn the diploma 01'

degree awarded and that the person to whom the dipJoma or degree
is aWfLrded is entitled to and win receive the honors , privileges and
rights of persons who have been awarded dipJomas or degrees with
the same names from schooJ'S accredited by recognized accrediting
agenCles.

a. The correspondence courses offered by respondent Ohio Christian
Co1lege (Of Calvary Grace Christian Churches of Faith. Inc. ) con-
tain lll the subject matter, material , study and ,hours of residence
eonI'ses offered by a school properly accredited by a recognizen ac.-
erecliting agency to obtain a. college or theological degree.
4. The State of Ohio has a,pprm-ed or sanctioned the respondents

conrses of instnwtiol1 and issuance of diplomas.
5. Re. ponclent Oh io Christian Col1ege (Of Calvary Grace Christian

C11nrehes of Faith , Inc. ) is using and offers a nnique ,method of in-
struction and study that is widely approye.d flld accepte.d by educa-
t.ional authorities.

G. ational Edncational Accredit1ng Assoeiation is a recognized

bona fide accrediting agency for schools and is a paTt of or has som8

eonnection with the Na.tional Education Association. a well-kno\\11
and long-establjshed organization of teachers and other persons jll-
rerested in the field of education.
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7. Respondent Alpha Psi Omega Socictyis a bona. fide organization
of guida.nce counselors and other persons interested in the field of

counseling joined together for common interest and said society has
founded and sponsors and rnaintains a home for home less boys in
Columbus , Ohio.

PAR. 5. In truth and in fact:

1. Hrspondl'llt Ohio Christian Col1ege (Of Calyary Grace Christian
Churches of Faith Inc. ) is a profit making organizatio11 1 and it is
not a residcnce school that offcrs residence instruction. Said respon-
dent has no faculty members who are trained and competent to teach
aceredited and recognized college undergraduate or graduate courses
of any kind: nor does it offer a curriculum in said fields which is
accredited by a recognized accrediting agency, and it is not so rec-
ognized.

2. The diplomas and degrees awarded by Ohio Christian College
(Of Calnr,y Grace Christian Churches of Faith , Inc. ) are not ap-
pl'O\c cd or accepted hy any recognized cdncational inst.itution , a.gency

person or organization , nor is the person who receives such a diploma
or degree recognized as having completed and shown proficiency in
a curricnlum approved by fL rccognized accrediting agency necessary
to earn such a diploma or degree. The persons to whom the respon-
dents ' diploma or degrees arc il'vardecl are not entitled to and wil1

not receive all the rights , privileges and honors as persons awarded
diplomas or degrees aT the same name by schools accredited by a
reeognized accrediting agency.

3. The COllrses offered by respondent Ohio Christian College (Of
Cahnry Gra,ce Christian Churches of Faith , Inc. ) do not contain the
material , study and honl's of residence courses given by a ('hool ac-

ercclitec1 b a recognized accrediting agency, to obta-in diplomas or
clegrces of tl1c Slune names as those oI-en d by respondent.

'1. either the State of Ohio nor any othrl' governnwlltal or political
subdivision has approved respondEmts' eOlll'SeS of study lld the. iSSll-

flnce of their diplomas or degree6.
5. Respondent Ohio Christ.ifln College (Of Calva.ry Grace Christian

Chlli'clws of Faith , Inc. ) is not using a unique method of instruction
!lnd stlH1 , that is widely approved and accepted by educational
::mthorities.

6. ational Educational Accredit.ing Association is not a recognized

bOlUl flete aecl'C'cEting agency for schools and it lws no cOllnection with
the ational Education Association.
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I. I l-'spondl'llt Upha P::i Omeg:l, Society is not a bona fide organi-
zation of g-l1idance counselors and other persons interest.ed in the
field of counseling joined together for common interest and said re
spondent has not founded , sponsorcd or maintained a home for
homeless boys.

Therefore. tJ1C statcl1wnts and representations as sea forth in J)ara-
graph Four hereof were , and are , false, misleading and deceptive.

PAR. 6. By and throngh the use of the aforcsaid acts and practices
respondents place in the hands of incliviclnals the means and instrll-
mentalities by and through "hich they may mislead and deceive
others as to the diplomas , degrees and other academic qualifications
sftid individuaJs possess. Further, by and through the use of the
afoI"' said acts and practices, respondent.s place in the hands of oper-
ators of schools accredited by ational Educational Accrcditing As-
sociation , the means and instrumentalities by and through whieh they
may mislead and d( eeive prospective students as to the statns of such

schoo
\E, I. In rIle confse and condud: of their aforesaid lmsiness , and

at all times melltioned herein , respondents have been , and llOW are. in
51lbstnntial competition , in COJlrncrce , ,vitll corporations , correspond-
ence , chools. residence eolleges and nnivcrsities of various kinds and
nature engaged in offering education , training and instruetion.

PAR. 8. The use by respondents of the aforesaid false , misleading
and deceptive statements , representations and practices has had , and
now has , the capacit.y and tendency to mislea,d members of the pur-
chasing pllhlic into the erroneous and mistaken belief thDJ said st.a.te~
ments nnd representations were , and arc : true and to indllcc a sub-

stantial nmnlwr thereof to Pllrehase sait1 COlll'seS of instrllctjon c1jp10-
mas, certificates of accreditation.

PAR. 9, 1'118 aforesaid acts and practices of respondents, as J18reill

aJleged , wcre and are aJl to the prcjudice and injnry of the public

and of respondents ' competitors and constituted , and DCHY constitute

llnfair methods of CXmpetition in commerce and unfair and df'-ceptive
acts and practices in cornmercc in violation of Sectjon 5 of the Fed-

era1 Trade Commission Act.
Mr. Robert ,f. Hughe8 and Ms. HaTbara ilIet81cy supporting the

complaint.
3h. ,fer,:! Weiner and Mr. Je1'rY Lippe. Columbus, Ohio for reo

epondents.
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IXITIAL DECISION BY \VALTER I\: BEN:'ETT , HEARI:VC EXAi\lINEH

80 F.

.FI- BJ-n;ARY 26, 1971

JNDE:X

PRELIMIKARY STATBMEKT

~- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

BASIS OF DECISION - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
FINDI GS OF FACT_

- - - - - - - -- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

A. Description vf Resp"ndents and Their Mutual Rob-
tionships- -

- - -- - - - - - ~ - - - -- - - - - -- - - - - -- -- - - - - - -

B. Findings HeJating Prinlfuily to Jurisdictioll--

-----

Interst.ate Commel'ce- - - - 

~ - - - -- - -- - -- -- - - - - - - -- --

c. Findings Re1ating to 01Tenses Charged- - 

-- - -- -- - - ---

Representations Regarding ace and Persons He-
sponsible TherefoL - -- -- - - - - -- - 

- - - - - - - - -- - - --

Hepresentations Re arcling APO- ~ 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Represcnbltions Hegflrcling XEAA- - - -

- - - - - - - - - - -

Facts llegarcling GCe and J ts OperatioIl- 

- - - - - - ~ - --

Facts Concerning APOn

-- - -- - -.. -- -- -- -- _.. - -- - - -- --

Facts Concerning N"EAA-- 

-- -- -- -- -- .. - - - -.... - - - - -.. --

REASONS FOR DECISION.. - .. - -- 

-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- - - - -.. -- - -.. - - .. - - -- -- --

CLVSIONS--

..__- - - - -- -.. -.. - - - - - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -.. - - - ~ --.. --.. -- -- -- --

onDER- - - - - _.. - - - - - - - 

-- -- -- -.. - - - - - - - - -- - .. -- .. .. -- - - ~ -- .. -- .. -- .. - -- --

I'RELBfINARY STATEME

This is a proceeding nnder Section 5 of the Federal Trade Com-
mission Act. In its complaint mailed August 4, 1970, the FederaJ
Tradc C011nission charges that the respondents (comprising two
corporations , a sale proprietorship and four individuals) have made
false statements and representations rcgarding their products and
servces in advertisements , circulars , brochures , pamphlets and other
advertising and promotional mate.rial a,nd that by such statements
and through the use of words "college

" "

association" and "society
they have falsely represented , directly or by implication , that:

1. Respondent Ohio Christian ColJege (of CaJvary Grace Christian
Churches of Faith , Inc. ) is a non-profit residence school which offers
residence instruction by a staff of faculty members who are trained
and competent to teach the courses of a properly accredited and rec-
ognized col1ege and it oilers a curriculum which is a,ccredited by a
recognized accrediting agency.

1 " nh,ir metbods of competition ir; C0Jl11' ercl' , fI!H1 \1Ilfalr or deceptive acts or prllC-
tlcrs jo commerce , are ueclared un1flwfu1." (15 t:. C. 45)
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